HAMBURG LECTURE SERIES
ON CHINESE LAW
PAULA KEMP
Leiden University

“Enforced performance of commercial sales contracts in the
Netherlands, Singapore and China”
Wednesday, 11 December 2019 – 5 pm
Conference Room 1, 1st floor

All employees and guests of the institute as well as
other interested parties are cordially invited to the lecture.

Knut Benjamin Pißler

Max Planck Institute for Comparative and International Private Law, Mittelweg 187, 20148 Hamburg

About the Speaker:
Paula Kemp received her master’s degree from the University of Groningen, the
Netherlands in 2011. The same year, she started to work as a lawyer. In 2015, Paula
moved to Singapore to expand the international practice and she jumped at the
opportunity to start a PhD in her field of interest. The public thesis defence will be
held on 23 January 2020.
About the Topic:
When commercial parties conclude a contract for the sale of goods, their main
objective is to exchange the subject goods for the agreed purchase price. The civil
law and common law traditions have adopted the notion that these contractual
promises are binding and each has put in place specific instruments to protect the
interests of both parties. However, while the civil law tradition protects the interest
in actual performance of the assumed obligations with a right to enforced
performance, the common law tradition perceives the availability of enforced
performance as a rarity. This talk explores the Dutch, Singapore and Chinese
viewpoints on this issue by analysing the extent to which respective contract law
principles balance out the interests of parties to a commercial sales contract in their
principles surrounding the enforceability of performance obligations, and also how
domestic solutions correlate to the approaches taken by global and regional sales and
contract law instruments. The main focus of this undertaking is to address the
fundamental differences in approach to safeguarding the buyer’s performance
interest in obtaining the very thing it bargained for, and the seller’s interests in
protection against unjustifiable consequences of awarding a claim for enforced
performance.
About the Hamburg Lecture Series on Chinese Law:
The “Hamburg Lecture Series on Chinese Law” was established in 2002 as a series of
guest lectures from notable legal scholars and legal practitioners, who engage in
research stays at the Hamburg Institute. It aims to provide insight into legal fields
under development in the People’s Republic of China and which are thus attracting
great international interest.

