
 

 

1.  RESEARCH PAPER SERIES, OPEN ACCESS 

The Institute publishes the Max Planck Institute for Comparative & International Private Law 
Research Paper Series (short title: Max Planck Private Law Research Paper Series – RPS). 

With this series the Institute is pursuing goals consistent with the commitment of the Max Planck 
Society to Open Access. Specifically, within the boundaries of the law, the Institute aims to make 
the results of its current research readily available to the general public via the Internet without 
undue delay and free of charge. Such access will, simultaneously, create a greater public 
appreciation for the research performed at the Institute. 

The RPS publishes new journal articles and contributions to compilations that have been authored or 
co-authored by staff at the Institute and that fall within the Institute’s field of research. To qualify 
for the Institute’s RPS, articles must have been accepted for publication by a publisher (Accepted 
Paper Series) and a contemporaneous publication of the full text as an advance- or secondary 
publication must be legally permissible.  

Depending on the individual position as regards copyright, articles are initially published as a 
preprint version (i.e. the full text as accepted for publication). The aim, however, is to make each 
article available in its final print form (postprint version) at the earliest possible opportunity, with 
this text remaining permanently available in the RPS. 

2. eJOURNAL 

The Institute also publishes an eJournal with selected current contributions to the RPS. The eJournal 
is published several times a year and is available to the public via the Internet and by free E-Mail 
subscription. 

3. USE OF SSRN PLATFORM 

The RPS and the eJournal are currently published on the digital platform of the Social Science 
Research Network (SSRN). Access is free of charge to the public via the Internet. 

To this end the Institute has concluded an agreement with Social Science Electronic Publishing for 
the RPS to be published as a Law Research Centers Research Paper Series. The company allows the 
Institute to use its SSRN infrastructure in return for payment of an annual fee. 

SSRN provides all authors with an author page linked to their publications that includes their contact 
details and which is updated by the authors themselves. 

These guidelines do not prevent Institute staff from using SSRN independently and under their own 
authority outside the RPS in order to publish their own works free of charge. 

 

 

Editorial Services – 28 April 2014 



2 

 
 

4. EDITORIAL CONTROL BY THE INSTITUTE 

The Institute exercises exclusive editorial control over the RPS and the corresponding eJournals. 
Editorial responsibility lies with the RPS editorial office (the Office) within the Editorial Services 
Department. 

The Office serves as the point of contact for Institute staff, authors, publishers and the SSRN with 
respect to all factual and legal issues concerning the RPS. The Office works to ensure that the RPS 
assumes a uniform appearance and that all data forming a part of the RPS is uploaded, protected, 
maintained and archived in a proper and orderly manner. 

5. COPYRIGHT OF ALL RPS CONTRIBUTIONS 

The Office provides authors with assistance as regards the clarification and protection of all rights 
necessary for the orderly publication of their contributions in the RPS. 

All rights granted to publishers will be respected. The Office will ensure that any embargo periods or 
other existing publication rights are observed in the publication of abstracts and full texts. 

By submitting a contribution and signing the information sheet, the author authorizes the Office to 
contact the relevant publishers in order to reach agreement on behalf of the author as regards 
publication in the RPS; simultaneously, the Institute is granted a general right of use in view of the 
ongoing maintenance of the RPS. 

6. FORMAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ABSTRACTS AND FULL TEXTS, PROCEDURES 

RPS contributions may be written in any language accepted by the publishers for publication. 
Formatting and layout will be undertaken by the Office. 

The Office is to be provided with a Word document containing the full text of the article (preprint 
version); postprint versions are to be provided to the Office at the earliest possible opportunity. 

An information sheet (available as a PDF form in the Internet) requesting data necessary for SSRN 
publication is to be filled out and submitted by authors. 

The Word document and information sheet should be submitted by E-mail to SSRN@mpipriv.de. A 
hard copy of the completed data sheet with the signature of the author should be sent to the Editorial 
Services Department (a mailbox slot titled “Redaktion” can be found in the Institute mail room). 

Uploading of the article to the online platform will be carried out by the Office in consultation with 
the author. 


